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Thomas Atwood, Eſq; 
Maron of BA T I. 


Mr. Mayer, 


HAT Steadineſs and Zeal 

you lately ſhewed in doing 

your Duty, calls for the Thanks of 
the Publick ; and that you may be 
remembered by thoſe that ſucceed 
you in your Office, give me Leave 
to 


22 k „ 1 
= bring the ollowing POP into 
the World under your Protection; 
and to aſſure you, that I am. one of 
thoſe who ſhall always retain a a 
grateful Senſe of your Couduct, and 


ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Tour humble Servant, 


The AUTHOR, 
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REFLECTIONS 


GAMING, Ge. 


T has long been the Admiration of Man- 
kind, that a Stop has not been put to ex- 
ceſſive and deceitful Gaming, and that 
the many good and wholeſome Laws made 
for that Purpoſe, have not been effectual; as 
this odious Practice every Day encreaſes, ar d 
by all good Men is lamented, I cannot think 
a few Hours miſ- employed in laying before 
the Pablick ſome few Conſiderations on this 
Head, and if from them it ſhall appear, that 
the Laws now in being, are ſufficient to put 
a Stop to this Practice, or ſome new Hints 
may ariſe, whereby they may be made ſo, 
1 ſhall have my Ends. 


I would not have any think IT am for hin- 
dering innocent Diverſions, I not only think 
them lawful, but often expedient, whilſt they 
are kept within their due Bounds , but when 
that End is laid afide, and theſe Diverſions 
are turned into cheating, playing wholly ” 

the 


1 T3 

the Sake of Gain, playing for more than 
Men's Circumſtances will admit of, Quarrel- 
ling, Swearing, and ſuch like, all of which are 
the Conſequence of high Gaming, they no 
longer continue to be Diverſions, but become 
Nuſances, and every Lover of his Country 


(if nothing elſe can prevail) ought to do his 


Endeavour to put a Stop to them. 


Many Laws have been made to hinder 
this odious Practice; that it is ſtil] carried on is 
plain. How comes this to paſs ? Every good 
Man muſt be pleaſed to ſee thoſe in high 


Stations give Encouragement to Virtue, and 


niſh Vice, becauſe the one is the Support, 
and the other certainly the Ruin of a People; 
therefore 7 paſſing Laws of this Kind give 
Reputation to a Government ; but it is not 
the paſſing Laws, or putting them in Exe- 
cution now and then, that can anſwer this 


End; the inferior Part of Mankind muſt be 
convinced, that thoſe who make and eſtabliſh 


| theſe Laws are in Earneſt from their own 
Practice; the greateſt Diſcouragement that 
can be given by Perſons in high Stations, is 


not to be guilty of the Breach of theſe Laws 


themſelves, or encourage others to be ſo: 
Have theſe great Men a real Mind to put a 


Stop to this Evil or not? If this be their ſin- 
cere Deſign it is eaſily done, and I make no 
Doubt upon Conſideration of the preſent 


Laws, they will be found ſufficient, and be 
--- _ eftectual 


an 


a2 } 
effectual for the Purpoſe for which they were 
deſigned. 


But can it be expected that any Laws 
would anſwer, when we ſee an Houſe noto- 
riouſly known to be little better than a Neſt 
of Thieves, almoſt daring Majeſly itſelf, 
not far from the royal Palace, frequented by 
Perſons in the higheſt Stations, whoſe Pre- 
ſence in all Places give a Countenance to the 
Place they frequent, and whoſe Example has 
a a great Weight upon the Conduct of their In- 
feriors; I fay, to ſee this cannot but give 
Encouragement to many to follow them thi- 
ther, though frequently the Conſequence has 
been not only the Ruin of their Fortunes in 
this World, whatever may be the Event of 


another, 


Publick Report (which ſometi mes ſpeaks 
Truth) has ſuggeſted, that Encouragement 
to the moſt notorious Practices of this Kind 
has been given in this Place, by Perſons of 
the higheſt Rank ; that thoſe whoſe Stations 
and Fortunes in the World make them above 
thoſe low and mean Practices, have at leaſt, 
ſtood by and /ooked on, and thereby giving 
Countenance to exceſſive, I with I could 
not ſay (deceitful Gaming). But ſurely, 
without Proof, no one will venture to ſur- 
mize, — that any Perſons in high Stations, 


who certainly adviſed His Majeſty to iſſue 
B 2 his 
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his royal Proclamation againſt Vice, who 
adviſed the paſſing the good and wholeſome 
Laws againſt Gaming, and whoſe Buſineſs it 
is to put theſe Laws in Execution; I fay, 
ſurely no one can ſurmize, that ſuch would 

ut their Feet within the Doors of an Houſe 

ecome ſo infamous; much leſs countenance 
the Practice, by looking on, or what is worſe, 
be guilty themſelves of exceſſive Gaming: 
Were this to be the Caſe, it would be far 
from putting a Stop to the Practice, it would 
rather prevent others from putting theſe Laws 
in Execution ; therefore the Publick may be 


miſtaken. 
But Reports of this Kind require Notice, 


and every great Perſon is in ſome Meaſure 
concerned, to convince Mankind that the 
Publick is miſtaken; if not, common Fame 
will be regarded, and the Notion of a Coun- 

tenance of this Kind ſpread itſelf to that De- 
gree, that all Laws for hindering ſuch Prac- 
tices will ſoon become ineffectual, 


I hape heard it faid formerly of Politicians, 
that they never diſcouraged Practices of this 
Kind, becauſe they frequently tended to the 
Support of their political Detigns ; young 
Gentlemen of great Parts having been drawn 
in therehy to rujn their Fortunes, and been 
forced to become Slaves to the ambitious 
Deſigns of theſe great Men, though never ſo 

g . detrimental 


_ detrimental to the Publick. — But as this 
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cannot be ſuppoſed to be the Caſe of theſe 
our Days, one Reaſon for encouraging ex- 
ceſſive Gaming vaniſhes. 


It has likewiſe been faid in former Days, 
that Miniſters of State have countenanced 
Practices of this Kind, by condeſcending 
(I ſhould have faid demeaning themſelves) 


to become Members of Clubs at Houſes of 


this Kind, and have diſpoſed of their beſt 
Preferments amongſt thoſe who have at thoſe 


Places become their Acquaintance, and have 


had the Reputation of building their For- 


tunes upon Practices of this Kind; but if 


this be not the Caſe at this Time, no one 


will be encouraged to follow theſe Practices 


on that Account. 


It has been often ſaid that private Vices 
are publick Benefits, but the Contrary has 
always appeared, and in this Inſtance is fairly 
to be illuſtrated. Let it be conſidered what 
a Loſs doth the Publick receive when a Man 
of Parts and Genius ſhall employ theſe Ta- 
lents in Gaming and Debauchery, his Time 


is not only thrown away, but thoſe Faculties 
which God has bleſſed him with, inſtead of 
being employed for the Benefit of his Fellow- 


Creatures are made Ule of to the Deſtruction 


of Society, and the Ruin not only of himſelf, 


but 
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(14) 
but of Thouſands perhaps drawn in by his 
pernicious Example. 


| Tt has been alſo ſuggeſted, that the Publick 


are no Loſers by the Ruin of any one by 
Gaming, for tis but the Exchange of Wealth 


from one Hand to another ; but here is a 


moſt palpable Miſtake, for ſuppoſe the 


Wealth of a Man, of a great Genius, antient 


Family, and great Influence in his Country 
by Means of his Property, ſhould by Gaming 


fall into the Hands of a Sharper or Pick- 


pocket, would not the Publick looſe the In- 
fluence of this great Genius, this great For- 


tune, and inſtead of having it employed for 
the Benefit of Mankind, would it not be made 
a Fund for the Encouragement of Vice and 


promoting Diſorder and Confuſion, 


But was not the Publick to be hurt, will 


not the Diſtreſſes of our Fellow-Creatures 
deſerve our Conſideration! Will not the 
Cries of the ſtarving Wife and diſtreſſed 
Children be an Inducement to put a ſtop to 
this Evil? How many Women of antient 
Families and large Fortunes, who have mar- 
ried Gentlemen of good Eſtates have been 


reduced to Want almoſt a Morſel of Bread; 


will not this move our Pity ? 


Many more Conſiderations of this Kind ; 


may be added that relate to the Sufferings of 
| the 
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( 15) 
the Publick, and private Families, all which 
would illuſtrate the pernicious Conſequence 
of this abominable Practice, but if we add 
the Tortures, the Horrors and ſometimes 
untimely Fates of the Gameſters them- 
ſelves, it will certainly prevail upon every one 
to do his endeavour to root ſo great a Miſchief 
from among us. 5 


Let us take a View of the Gameſter in the 
Height of his Diverſions, (as he is pleaſed to 
call them) when perhaps his whole Fortune 
depends upon the Caſt of a Dice; let us ex- 
amine but his Mind, and ſee the Tortures 
that he ſuffers, the Curſes, the Reproaches 
upon himſelf and his Friends, and then let 
any one judge of the Amuſement. 


Let us then view him upon his Bed, his 
Fortune loſt, his Family diſtreſt, his Reſt 
gone, his Houſe perhaps beſet with Officers 
of Juſtice, and no Remedy, no more Money 
left to venture another Chance upon, the 
moſt enormous Practices muſt be his Reſort, 
and by his Diſpair, he is brought to ſub- 
mit to Crimes he never thought of commit- 
ting. | 


Theſe are temporal Evils, but if the Love 
of Virtue, Religion and Goodneſs be not en- 
tirely extinct in this Couutry, Jet us turn our 
Eyes towards the many Diſerders that attend 
. ec 
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(16) 
Religion on this Account, the many Blaſphe- 
mies and Impieties, the many horrid Oaths 


and Imprecations in Places of this Kind, and 


then let us conſider whether national Judg- 
ments may not be expected if Crimes of this 
Nature ſhould go unpuniſhed. 


Having thus taken a ſhort View of this 
great Evil, I ſhall now lay before you the 


Thoughts of our Anceſtors on this Subje&, 
and conſider the ſeveral Laws that have been 
made to reſtrain i 1 


This Vice began to be felt ſo early as the 


twelfth Year of King Richard the Second *, 
at which Time a Law was made for pro- 
hibiting unlawful Games, and enforced by a 
Statute made in the thirteenth of King Hen- 


ry IV +. and alſo by a Statute in the ſeventh 
of King Edward IV I. thoſe who permit- 


ted Perſons to play at unlawful Games in their 
Houſes were to be impriſoned for three 
Years, and forfeit twenty Pounds; 
theſe and other Laws that concern Gaming 
were repealed by a Statute made in the thirty- 
third Year of King Henry VIII ||. which 
Statute ſeems to be the firſt now in Being for 
that Purpoſe. 


This Statute begins and ſtrikes at the 


Root of this Evil, by puniſhing the Keepers 


of 
ii e 
| 7 H. VIII. 


\ ; 


* 12 R. II. c. 6. 
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but all 
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(7) 
of Houſes where Gaming is carried on ith 
4 Penalty of 40s. for each Day they ſhall 
permit Gaming in their Houſes, —It likewiſe 
uniſhes Haunters of ſuch Houſes with 4 
Penalty of 6s. 8 d. for every Offence, Fuſtices 
of the Peace and other Magiſtrates by this \ 
Statute are impowered within Cities, Towns, 
and Boroughs, to enter the Houſes and other 
Places of ſuſpected Perſons, and to commit 
the Keepers of ſuch Houſes and Perſons found 
there to Priſon until they enter into Recogni= 
zance not to offend again in the hike Manner. 
It likewiſe directs, hat, theſe Magiſtrates 
ſhall monthly, at fartheſt, make Search, and 
puniſhes the Neglect with a Penalty of 40s. 
It I:kewiſe avoids the Benefit of the Leaſe of 
fuch Houſes. | 
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This Statute is now in being, and ſeems 
in itſelf ſufficient to put a Stop to this iniqui- 
tous Practice; but as this Evil has encreaſed, 
ſo the Laws to prevent it have multiplied, 


The next Statute I ſhall take Notice of, is 
a Statute made in the 16th of King Charles 
II *; the Preamble of which recites, © That 
* all lawful Games and Exerciſes ſhould not 
* be uſed otherwiſe than as innocent and 
« moderate Recreations, and not as Trades or 
© Callings to gain a Living, or make unlau- 
« ful Advantages thereby ; and by the im- 
2h moderate 
* 16G H. 4 | 
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© moderate Uſe of them many Miſcbiefs and 
 * Inconveniencies do ariſe, and are daily found, 


© to the maintaining and encouraging of ſun- 
dry idle, looſe, and diſorderly Perſons, in 


* thetr diſhoneſt, lewd, and difſolute Courſe 


© of Life, and to the circumventing, de- 
4 ceiving, couſening, and debauching of the 
© younger Sort, both of the Nobility and 


© Gentry, and others, to the Loſs of their 
* precious Time, and the utter Ruin of their 


* Eftates and Fortunes, and withdrawing 


* them from noble and laudable Employ- 


ments and Exeroiſes. 


Can a Grievance be more pathetically 
expreſſed? can it be more truly ſet forth? 
can any Thing more be ſaid to excite the 
Legiſlature to put a Stop to it? Can there be 
a greater Reaſon for a Law than this? 


It begins with puniſhing unfair Play in all 


Perſons, of what? Degree or Quality what- 


ever *, with a Forfeiture of treble the Value of 


their unlawful Gains, to be recovered by 
Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information 


in the Courts of Weſtminſter, with treble 


Coſts. — One Moiety of this Penalty is 


given to the King, and the other to the 


Lofer, if he thinks proper. to ſue for it; and 
in caſe he ſhall not think proper ſo to do, 
| Y 
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(nv) 
any other Perſon hath a Right to it, who 
will ſue for the ſame. | 


This is a Puniſhment for unfair Play, and 
it ſeems not improbable for a Man who has 
been cheated, to take this Revenge upon the 
Cheater. The Remedy is eaſy, nor can there 
be any Difficulty attend the Means preſcribed, 
eſpecially as he is farther encouraged by hav- 
ing his Coſt as well as his Loſs trebled. 


But this Law doth not reſt here, it pro- 
| vides againſt exceſſive Gaming, by enaCting, 
| that Perſons lofing above 1001. at one Time 
upon Tick or Credit, ſhall not be liable 10 
| pay it; and it voids all Securities of any Na- 
ture or Kind whatever, and inflifts a Penalty 
| of treble the Value of ſuch Sum loſt above 
100 l. 70 be ſued for and recovered as afore- 
aid, either by the Loſer or any other Perſon 
| whatſoever with treble Coſts. 
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This Act it is to be obſerved has made no 
Diſtinction of Perſons; but in the firſt Part 
has put a Negative upon all Diſtinctions; the 
Penalties are ſevere but juſt, the Encourage- 
ment to proſecute ſeems properly calculated, 

the injured Perſon hath an Opportunity of 
| Revenge, which in Caſes of leſs Conſequence, 
| Mankind is too apt to be fond of; but not- 
| withſtanding all the Care the Legiſlature had 
taken, it was found in later Times to be in- 
effectual; the Grievance increaſed, it called 
for farther Care from the Legiſlature, and 
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we find in the gth Year of the late Queen 
Ann *, another Act was made for this Pur. 


pole. 


This Act woids all Securities for any Sun 
of Money, &c. won by Gaming; and enad;, 
where Perſons ſhall encumber their real Eſtate 
qith Gaming Debts, the Securities ſhall be 
void, and the Eſtates enure to the Uſe of juch 
as would be entitled to them at their Death, 
and that all Deeds and Conveyances to pre- 
vent their fo enuring ſhall be void. 


A very neceſſary Proviſion to prevent ex. 


ceſſive Gaming; a Proviſion that one would 
think ſhould terrify Offenders from a Prac- 
| tice ſo pernicious; an Encouragement to the 
diſappointed Heir to put it in Execution, and 
due Care taken to make it effectual. 


This Act has further proceeded to explain 
what is meant by exceſſive Gaming, by pri- 
viding, that if any one loſes more than tet 
Pcunds at one Time he, or any other Perot 
may recover it again from the Winner with C. 
and in caſe the Loſer ſhall not ſue for the fame 
within a certain Time, any other Perſon may 
fue for the ſame, and treble the Value there 
with Ceft ; one Moiety to the Uſe of the Per/at 


ſuing, and the other to the Uſe of the Poor if 


the Pariſh where the Offence was committed; 
and the Winner is obliged upon Oath, to dij- 
cover the Sum won, 
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This concerns what is called fair Play, 
it leaves Mankind at Liberty to divert himſelf, 
which may as well be done for any Sum 
under ten Pounds as above it; and here it 
is to be obſerved, that the Winner himſelf 
has not the leaſt Hopes of retaining 
his unlawful Gains, which one would 
think ſhould be ſufficient to prevent his be- 


ing guilty of ſo notorious an Offence, 


This Law has alſo more juſtly provided 
againſt fraudulent Gaming, by enacting, that 
in caſe any one ſhall be convicted of winning 
by Fraud any Valuable whatever, or above 


| Jol. at any one Time, that be ſhall forfeit 


frve Times the Value, and if by Fraud, be 
deemed infamous, and ſuffer corporal Puniſh- 
ment as in Caſes of Perjury, 


This Clauſe is fo plain that it wants no Ex- 


planation, and whoever thinks proper to pro- 
lecute doth his Country an eminent Piece of 


Service. 


Perſons who have no other Support than 
Gaming, are under the Cognizance of the 


Magiſtrates, who, if they ſiiſpect any to be 


Juch, may require them to make it appear, 


that the principal Part of tbeir Expences 1s 
Gaming, or give Securi- 
ties for their Behaviour, and if they play for 


more than 208. afterward, they forfat their 
Recognizance, ; 


There 


(22) 


There can be no Proviſion more proper 
made againſt one of the greateſt of the ill 
Conſequences of Gaming, than this laſt 
mentioned, and the Magiſtrates are to blame 
if it be not put in Execution, for who are 
more to be feared in this Caſe, than the ne- 
ceſſitous, who too often make good the Max- 
im, Neceſſitas cogit ad turpia. 


This Statute has made Attempt to prevent 
another Inconvenience, that is to hinder 
uarrels on Account ef Gaming, by enact- 
ing, that any one aſſaulting, challenging, 
fighting with another, or provoking to fight, 
on Account of Gaming, and being convitted on 
 Tnaiftment or Information, ſhall forfeit and 
loſe all bis . Goods, Chattles, and perſonal 
Eftate whatever, and ſuffer two Years Im- 
priſonment. 1 | 


The Miſchiefs that happen upon this per- 
nicious Account, are dy ſhocking, 
and Murder has often been the Conſequence. 
Could the Legiſlature have taken too much 
Care to prevent it? 


The Concluſion of this Statute is a Provi- 
ſo, that it ſhall not hinder Gaming within 
the Palaces where the Sovereign ſhall actualy 
refide, during the Time of ſuch a Reſidence 
there, for ready Money only. 

5 wy Under 
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| Under the Eye of the Sovereign it is to be 


hoped, that no fraudulent or exceffive Gam- 
ing will be carried on, nor could it be at- 
_ tended with that Inconvenience that it is lia- 
ble to in other Places ; the Rank, the Cir- 
cumſtances of Perſons admitted within the 
Royal Palaces may admit of more expenfive 
Diverſions than others can do; but I muſt 
not omit to obſerve, how ſtrictly this Clauſe 
is penned, that it is confined to the Palace of 
actual Reſidence, and during ſuch Reſidence 
only ; otherwiſe the Palaces of the Crown 
cannot give the leaſt Protection to the car- 
Tying on Practices ſo detrimental to the Pub- 
lick. : | 


I have now taken Notice of ſeveral 
Statutes which appear ſufficient to reftrain 
this Vice, but Experience has ſhewn, that 
neither Penalties on Offenders or the Rewards 
to the Proſecutors could effectually anſwer 
the Deſign of the Legiſlature; the Evil daily 
encreaſed, and called out again for Redreſs ; 
Places of Reſort for the Sake of Recovery of 
Health, became Dens of Thieves and Rob- 
bers, and Recovery from Diſeaſe of Body 
Was frequently attended with impoveriſhing 
of the Family, if not with Loſs of ever 
Comfort and Satisfaction of the Mind. Al- 
moſt a total Idleneſs ſeized the common 
People, and from the Example of their Zu- 
periors expenſive Diverſions, engroſſed al- 
| moſt 
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moſt wholly that Time, and-conſumed that 


ſmall Subſtance that ought to have been em- 
ployed for the Support of their Families ; e- 
very publick Houſe almoſt throughout the 
Kingdom was ſupported either by an Horſe- 
Race or other expenſive Diverſions: The 
iſlature in the d Vear of his preſent 
Majeſty's Reign, thought proper to enforce 
the Statute of 33 of Henry VIII. by enabling 
the Juſtices of the Peace to require Sureties 
of Perſons frequenting Gaming-houſes, 
whereas before they were only empowered to 
take their own Recognizances; but this 
was of little Avail, for within a few Years in 
the City of London, and in other Places of 
publick Reſort, new Inventions of Gaming, 
were carried on, and theſe joined to others 
of the like Kind which had long been known 
amongſt us, were found not only to preju- 
dice the fair Trader, but to diſcourage In- 
duſtry, and end in the Ruin of Thouſands. 


About the Year 1738, Lotteries for Plate, 
and other Valuables in Defiance of Law, 
were publickly advertiſed. —Gaming-houſes- 
encreaſed, the Games of the Ace of Hearts 
and other deceitful Games publickly carried 
on at Places of publick Reſort, and exceſſive 
were the Games of Hazard and others ; but 
they were generally cried out againſt as Nu- 
fances. To prevent this Miſchief, now be- 


come national, the Legiſlature in the twelfth 
Year 


(25) 
Year of His preſent Majeſty's Reign paſſed 


an Act inutled, an Act for the more ef ual 


preventing of exceſſive and deceitful Gaming®, 


This Act begins with making effeQual the 
Laws in being for ſuppreſſing Lotteries and 
Sales, a Practice moſt manifeſtly detrimental 
both to the Eublick in general, and almoſt 
every private Family near the Places where 
they were carried on; for the Tradeiman whe 
rented a Shop, and carried on his Buſineſs in 
a fair and open Way, loſt the Sale of his 
Goods; the idle Servant miſemployed his 
Time, and frequently purloined his Maſter's 
Money or Effects to enable him to adventure 
in theſe Undertakings where he was almoſt 
ſure to be defrauded ; and many other Servants 
in private Families drawn in to defraud their 
Maſters on the fame Account. It therefore 
enacts, that after the 24th June, 1739, eve- 
ry Perſon or Perſons who ſhall ſet up, con- 
tinue, or keep: any Office or Place under the 
| Denomination of a Sale or Sales of Houſeés, 
&c. by Way of Lottery, or by Lots, Tic- 
kets, Numbers, or Figures, Cards or Dice; 
or ſhall make, or print, advertiſe, or publiſh, 
or cauſe to be made, printed, &c. Propoſals, 
or Schemes for advancing {mall ſums of 
Money by ſeveral Perſons, amounting to 
large Sums, to be divided among them by 
Chance of Prizes in fome publick Lottery 


eſtabliſhed, or allowed by Act of Parliament; 
D b 


* 12 Geo. II c. 28. 
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(4) 
or ſhall deliver out, or cauſe to he delivered 
ont Tickets to the Per ſons advanting fuch 
Bums, to entitle them to the Shares of ſuch 
Sums ſo advanced, according to ſuch Propo- 
als or Schemes ; or ſhall expoſe to Sale any 
Houfes, &c, by any Game, Method, or 


Device depending upon, or to determine 


any Lot, or Drawing, whether it be 


out f A Box, or Wheel, or by Cards, or 
Dice, or by any Machine, Engine, or De- 


vice of Chance of any Kind whatever, ſuch 
Perſon or Perſons upon being convicted there- 
of before any one Fuſtice of the Peace for a- 
ny County, &c. upon the Oath of one or more 


credible Witneſs, or Witneſſes, or Confoion of | 


the Party, ſhall forfeit the Sum of 200 l. one 
Third, after dedutting Charges of Proſecution, 


to the Informer, and the Remainder to the” 
Poor of the Pariſh, excepting for Offences 


committed within the City of Bath, where the 


remaining two Thirds ſhall go and be applied 


to theUſe and Benefit of the Poor reſiding 
within the Hoſpital, or Infirmary lately erec- 
led there for the Benefit of poor Perſons reſort- 
ing to the faid City, for the Benefit of the 


mineral Waters there, 


This Clauſe it is to be obſerved, puniſhes 
the Perſons who are Undertakers of theſe 
fraudulent Sales; it puniſhes the Printers and 
Publiſhers of Advertiſements of ſuch Sales; it 
proceeds to puniſh thoſe who ſhall deliver 

on | Out 
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W-- 

h out the Tickets, and thus far it ſeems con- 
5 fined to Lotteries; but then it proceeds far- 
. 


ther, which is to hinder any Sort of Sales 


y of Houſes, Goods, or Valuables by Way of 
.4 Gaming, and the Words are very ſtrong, by 
{2 any Game, Method, or Device depending 
e ußon, or 10 be determined by any Lat, or 
Fe Drawing, whether out of a Box, Ihheel, 
þ or by Cards, Dice, or by any Machine, En- 


gine, or Device of Chance "whatever. — The 
fair Method of buying and ſelling only is that 
which is to be followed; Raffling, drawing 
Lots, or Cards, or any Method whatever by 
Dice are within this Clauſe, and the Perſon 


e or Perſons who ſet the Eme on Foot, are 
2, undoubtedly within the Meaning of the Act, 
Ye and ſubject to the Penalty. 
es . Weak 
he The AA then proceeds to declare the 
d Games of Ace of Hearts, Pharaoh, Baſſet, 
13 and Hazard to be Games, or Tatrerihs 2 
Ce Cards end Dice within the Intention of the 
— AF, and ſubjefts ſuch as ſhall maintain, or 
be keep fuch Games, to the ſame Penalties 
which by the AF are infiifted on Perſons 
| ſetting up and keeping Lotteries, to be pro- 
8 ſecuted and convicted i n like Manner. 
2 | 
d Theſe Games had "Ws found alike to » 
it | notoriouſly fraudulent or exceſſive; the three 
er firſt are of the former Kind, atten with 
At 


great Odds to thoſe who were the Proprie- 
7 tors, 
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tors, though they carried a ſpecious Shew of 
Advantage to ignorant Adventurers z.and the 
laſt being publickly played for immenſe 
Sums of Money, was the Occaſion of ruin- 


ing many ignorant young People who were 
not ſkilful in Matters of Chance; beſides 


which, falſe Dice were often brought into 


tne Company by Sharpers, who thereby rob- 


bed the unſkilful and undiſcerning of their 


Subſtance. 
I then proceeds to * a Penalty of gol. 


on Adventurers in ſuch Schemes or Sales, or 
Players at the ſaid Games, to be recovered 
in like Manner. 


Here it is to be obſerved, that every one 
who ſhall take any Tickets, or be concerned 


in ſuch Lotteries, every one that ' ſhall be 


concerned in ſuch Sales, either Raffles or 0- 
ther Devices for purchaſing Valuables other 
than by fair Mg or ſelling is liable to o the 
Penalty. Ws 3 . 
We As then proceeds further to 2 
rage theſe Undertaꝶings, by making ſuch 
Sales void, and the Houſes, Lands, or valu- 
able Gods gained thereby, forfeited to.any 
Perſon or Perſons who ſhall ſue for the ſame, 
by Action, Bill, Plaint, or Information in 


. * * Bis Mac 8 . of Record, or 4 
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the Aſfzes of the — e. where the Of- 


fence ſhall be committed, 


"= might ccabnibly be ought that there 
was no Encouragement after this Clauſe, as 
the Gain ceaſes, eſpecially as the Method of 
Recovery is ſo eaſy. 1 

To take away all Hardſhip and- * a- 
gainſt Partiality of any Magiftrate, an Appeal 
zs given from Convictions before Fuſtices of the 
Pract to the Quarter Seſſions upon giting 
reaſonable Notice to the Proſecutor, and en- 
tering into a Recognizance with two ſuffict= 


ent Sureties to projecute the Appeal at the 


next Quarter Seffjons after bringing ſuch 
Appeal. And directs further, that the ſame 


ſhall be then heard and finally determined, 


and in Caf? that the Fudgment ſhall be df 


firmed, the Appellant ſhall pay treble Obs 


. There is likewiſe a Proviſo, that the cm 


vid ſhall not be vacated for Want of 


Form in Caſe the Fats are proved, nor re- 


moved into the King's Courts at Weſtminſter 


until they have been proceeded upon at the 
Quarter Seſſions ; and alſo that no Certiorari 


Shall be iſſued, to remove the Record from 


the Quarter Seſſions, or any Order or Pro- 
ceeding made by the Quarter S:ſſions until 
the Party, againſt whom the Conviction ſhat! 


be made, ſhall enter and Hud taco ſufficient 


Sureties 
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(30) 
Sureties o be bound to the Profecutar in in 


the Sum of 1001. with Condition to proſecute 


the ſame with Effect, within fis Calen- 
dar Months, and to pay unto the Projecytor 


treble Coffs in fe the Order & Copuidion 


be affirmed. 


Theſe three Proviſions take away and re- 


move all Objections to the Method of Proſecu- 
tions on this Act; and in the firſt Place it 
protects Perſons aceuſed againſt Partiality by 
giving the Appeal, it then protects Proſecu- 
tors from being ſurprized by Appeals, by di- 
recting proper Notice, and provides 
rearing them out by Delays, by compelling 
the Appellant to bring the Are on at the 
next Quarter Seſſions, and appoints it there to 
be finally heard and determined; and in or- 
der that novexatious Appeal might bebrought, 
it gives treble Coſt againſt the Appellant in 
Caſe the Conviction be affirmed 


But this ſeems to relate entirely to the 
Fact for the next Proviſo, where it ſays, the 


Conviction ſhall not be vacated for Want 


of Form, in caſe the Facts alledged i in the Con- 
viction ate proved; for it gives a Power to bring 
a Certiorari upon certain Conditions. — This 
Certiorari ſeems to me to be in order 
that the Courts may judge of the Lan only, 
for the Act is plain, that the Form and Mat- 
ters of Fact, after they have paſt the Seſſions, 


Ake 
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(31) 
are inconteſtible; and * the Appellant 
is 4% 7ake. Care, for if the Courts at Vest 
minſter ſhould: affirm the Con viction, ho 
muſt pay treble Coſt, for which he is to give 
ſufficient Security before he removes tho 
Conviction. | | 


The next Clatrſe 5 els Offenders apainf 
the Af, who ſhall not — ſufficient Goods 
and Chattles whereon to lev y the Penalty, 
or who ſhall not pay the Penalties, or give 
Security, to Impriſonment in the common 
Goal for the Courts, &c. for any Fr 7me not 
exceeding fix Months, 


The only Remark 1 ſhall make on this 
Clauſe is, that the Impriſonment is only of ſuch 
who ſhall not have ſufficient Goods; ſo that 
one that has ſuch ſhall not fave them by ſub- 
mitting to Impriſonment. 


T7! hen Follows 4 Clauſe whereby the Ma- 
 $ifrate is made liable to a Penalty of of 101. for 
Neglect, or Refuſal of doing his Duty res 


quired by the Act, to be recovered by Act of | 


Bill, Plaint, &c. with full Coſt, one Moiety 


75 the Proſecutor, and the other to the Poor 


of the Pariſh, or Place. where the Offence 
was committed. This . Puniſhment of the 
Magiſtrate is for Neglect, or Refuſal; fo that 
Projecutions of this Kind may be carried on 
without any Hindrance WhALHVEr 
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The next C f is a Provifs, that theſe 
probibited Games may be played within any 
Palace wherein His Me zjeſty ſhall reſide, and 
concludes. with a Limitation of Time for 
| Proſecutions againſt any one for any Matter, 
or Thing done in purſuance of the Statute to 
three Calendar Months next after the Fact 
committed, and not afterwards; confines 
theſe Actions to the Cou nty, or Place where 

ſuch Aion ſhall ariſe; direfs that De- 
fendants ſhall plead the general Tjue, and 
give the Act and the ſpecial Matter in Evi- 
dence; and upon Non-ſuit of the Plaint! # Diſ- 
continuance of his Action, or if upon Demur- 
rer, 1 udgment ſhall be for the Defenaant, 
then be ſhall have 150 Cofts. 


This is the Statute made in the twelfth 


Year of King George II. by which it was ex- 
pected, that a Reſtraint had been put upon 
this Vice; but it ſoon appeared, that Man- 


kind was till ſtrongly infatuated to their own 


Ruin, the Game of Paſſage was fet up, and 
carried on in the moſt exceſſive Manner; 
wherefore in the Seſſions following, the Le- 


gillature being determined to purſue the De- 


ſign of ſtopping exceſſive Gaming in every 
Reſpect, and having for that Purpoſe taken 
Horſe- racing under their Conſideration they 


made farther Proviſions for that Purpoſe, 
which Statute I am now to conſider, wh 
The 


2 r 


(33) 
The Act is intitled an * Act to reſtrain and 


— 8 


prevent the exceſſive Increaſe of Horſe-Races, 


and for amending an Act made in the laſt 
Seſſions of Parliament, intitled an Af for the 
more eſfectual preventing of exceſſive and de- 


 ceitful Gaming. 


This Act was calculated for two Purpoſes, 


to hinder Fraud and Idleneſs, and mend the 
Breed of Horſes; the firſt Part is what I 


ſhall take Notice of, the other concerns not 


this Purpoſe. Ir begins with enacting that 


after 24th June, 1740, Horſes ſhall be en- 


tered by their Owners and in their Names, 


and no Man to enter more than one for one 


Plate or Prize; and lays a Penalty on Offen- 
ders that ſhall do otherwiſe, viz. forfeiting 


ſuch Horſe or Prize, or the Value thereof. 


This Clauſe ſeems deſigned to prevent 
Fraud between thoſe who are concerned in 


thoſe Diverſions; and as it concerns only 


thoſe, I ſhall ſay nothing more of it. 


The next purſues a more noble Deſign, 
which was the hindering Races for ſmall 
Prizes, ſuch as Saddles, and ſuch like, which 


were ſet up at Inns, in order to draw idle 
People together, from which great Inconveni- 


ences aroſe, and many Families were ruined. 
E I 
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I therefore enafs, that after the ſame 
Day, no Plate, Prize or Sum of Money, 
or other Thing ſhall be run for by any 
Horſe, Mare, or Gelding, or advertiſed, pub- 
liſbed, or proclaimed to be ſ run for, unlefs 
ſuch Plate, &c. ſhall be of the real and in- 
trinfick Value of gol. on Pain of forfeiting 
 200l. for every ſuch Running, and 100l. by 
any Perſon for printing, publiſhing, or ad- 
vertifing, or proclaiming any Advertiſement, 
or Notice of the Plates, Prise, &c. under 


fuch Value; and in another Clauſe that 
Mari hes fhil! be run at Newmarket and 


Black Hambledon only jor any Sum leſs than 
gol. and in caſe any Match ſhall be run at 
any olber Place for a leſs Sum, they ſhall 
incur the ſame Penalty: J. beſe Penalties to 


be recovered by Ad, Bill, Plaint, or Infor- 


mation; one Moiety 70 the Informer, and 
rhe other to the Poor of the Pariſh ; except 
in the County of Somerſet, where the one 


Moiety is to go for the Bange of Bath Hop of | 


 pital. 


Theſe Clauſes arc very ſtrict, and reſtrain 
all little Races and Matches, and hot 
this Diverſion for the Uſe of thoſe who 


Circumſtances can bear it. 


There is in the Act an Exception for an- 
nual Plates or Prizes iſſuing out of Lands 


charged for that tn 
This 


AM wav wn r 


1 


5 
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th) | 
This is all of the Act (that I ſhall confider) 


relating to Horſe- Races; but the Legiſlature 
took this Opportunity to amend the Law 


made the Year before, for preventing exceſ- 


five and deceitful Gaming. 


=3 


Upon Suppreflion of the Games mentioned 


in the former Act, new Inventions were ſet 
up, and a Game called Paſſage with Dice, 


was publickly played to as great * a8 


Hazard; for which Reaſon, 


It was enacted, that the ſaid Game of 
Paſjage, and every other Game, and Games 
invented, or to be invented with one, or 
more Die, or Dice, or with any Inſtrument, 
Engine, or Device in the Nature of Dice, 
having one, or more Figures, or Numbers 


| Yhereon, Backgammon and the other Games 


then Played upon the Backgammon Tables, 
only excepted, ſhould be deemed Games and 
Lotteries within the AF of the former Year ; 


and Offenders by playing at ſuch Games, t0 


be puniſhed as by the ſaid AF is directed. 
By this Clauſe there is total Prohiibirion of 


Dice, except as in the Clauſe, and it is worded 
ſo ſtrong that no Invention of the ſame Na- 


ture can be carried on with Impunity. 


Theſe Laws were thought to be effectual, 


but it ſoon appeared that the Vice of exceſ- 
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| (36) 
five Gaming ſtill met with Encouragement, 
and the Wits of Sharpers were ſet to work, 
eicher to invent new Games or to find 
Means to evade the Laws I have already men- 
tioned, This cauſed another Act of Parlia- 
ment to be made in the * 18th Year of his 
preſent Majeity's Reign, to prevent theſe. 


Practices, by which after reciting the In- 
conveniency of this Vice, it takes Notice, 


that a pernicious Game called RO UL E To 
Roley-Poley had been invented, and therefore 
ens, that Keepers of Houſes, Rooms or 
Places for playing this Game or any other 
Game with Cards or Dice already prohibited 
by the Laws of this Realm, ſhall incur the 
Penalties of the Statute of the 12th Year of 
his Majcſty's Reign before mentioned, and 
that Players at the ſaid Games ſhall incur the 


fame Penalties as Players at Games —— 


by rhe ſame former Act. 
This Game of ROULET was of the ſame 


Sort with the Ace of Hearts, and only dif- 


fered in the Form of the being played with a 
Ball, and the Odds againſt the Adventurers 
very little, there being a Bank kept, and tho' 
it ſeemed to be a Lottery within the Act, 


yet the Legiſlature thought fit to explain or 


aſcertain it, 


But * chief Deſign af the AR, was not 


to ſuppreſs this Game only, but to provide 


18. G. II. cap. 34. | 


ſhould have Power to make Decrees againſt 
Perſons winning ten Pounds, (who were 

obliged to diſcover upon Oath ) for the Re- 
payment of ſuch Sums in ſuch Manner as 
that A airefts, and to enforce the Decrees 
in the ſame Manner as in other Cafes 7 in Suits 


3 & 
in other Caſes to make the Laws in this 


Caſe effectual, for a Defect was found in the 


Statute of the gth of Queen Anz, which 


 thisStatute took Chis to ſupply. 


It therefore enacts, that? a Court if Equity 


on Equity. 
This was certainly a Defect in that Law, 


and it is now remedied, the Method is too 


well known to want Explanation. 


Another Difficulty aroſe in Convictions on 
the Statutes of the 12th and 13th of the 


. preſent King *, which was to get Evidence 


to prove the Facts. 


It therefore gives Authority to the Magiſ- 
trate before whom any Information is laid, 


by Virtue of the ſaid Acts to ſummons any 


Perſon or Perſons whatever, other than the 


Plaintiff. accuſed, to appear before ſuch Ma 
gi/trate to give Evidence for the Diſcovery of 


the Truth of the Matter in the ſaid Infor- 


mation contained; and in caſe of Neglect or 


Refuſal 


* 12 & 13 G. II. 
95 


(35) 

Ref ufal to appear, or refuſing to give Evidence, 

give falſe Evidence, the Perſin jo 
Shades ſhall forfeit fifty Pounds to be 
leuied by Diſtreſs, and ſell of the Offender's 
Goods by Virtue of a Warrant under the 
Hand and Seal of ſuch Magiſtrate, and for 
Want of ſufficient Goods the Offender is to 


be impriſoned for fix Months, and further 
declares every Perſon capable of being Witneſs 


but the Parties, Plaintiſ and ö 


Theſe Proviſions I think remove all Dif- 
ficulties of Proſecutions of this Kind, and if 
ſtrictly regarded and put in Execution will 
certainly make theſe Laws effectual. For 
it is to be obſerved, that Servants, Waiters, 
Standers-by and Play ers themſelves are liable 


to be ſummoned io obliged to appear, and 


give Evidence. 


But to make this Ad more effectual, it 
farther fates away the Privilege of Parlia- 
ment from Offenders of this Kind. 


Here is every Difliculty removed, 1 the 
Law open, ſo that no Man need be under 
any Apprehenſion of failing of 'Succeſs in 
Proſecutions of this Sort. 


By this Act alſo a farther Proviſion i is made 


for the Puniſhment of ſuch who /hall win or 


_ boſe above ten Pounds at one — or 20 


Hounds 
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(39) 
Pounds in 24 Hours, P mr being convicted 
by Indictment either before the Juſtices of 
the King's-Bench, or Aſige, Goal. Delivery 
or grand Seſſions, ſhall be fined ſiue Times 
the Value of the Sum won or hoſt; which 
Sum, after deducting the Charges of Proſecu- 
tion, as the Court ſhall think reaſonable to 
be allowed to the Proſecutor and Evidence, 
hall go to the Por of the Pariſh where the 
Offence was committed. 


- 
} 
* 
1 
a! \ 
4 
Fl 
wi); 
# 
2. 
* 
4 * 
#3 
i] 
| tl 
is 
1 
— 1 
4h 
pet 4 
. 
mr 
: 
1 
. 
8 
N . 
115 
ue 
2 
2 
1 
* 
*. 
14 
5 
1 
1 
E | 


Here it is to be obſerved, that both Win- 
ner and Loſer are to be puniſhed, and that 
exceſſive Gaming was the Crime deſigned 
to be hindered by the Legiſlature, 


The Act after this provides, that any one 
who ſhall diſcover and convict another of 
offending, the Diſcoverer ſhall be pardoned 
and indemnified from all Penalties, by Rea- 
fon of any ſach Offence, (in caſe the Per- 

| ſon had not been before convicted) and ad- 
mitted an Evidence to prove the ſame. 
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J have now gone through this Act as far 
as is Neceſſary for this Purpoſe, and have 
taken Notice of the feveral Laws in being, 

for preventing this pernicious Practice. 1 
ſhall now proceed to conſider What may be 
the Cauſes that theſe horrid Nuſinces are 
ſtill complained of, and Offenders of this | 
Kind not puniſhed as they ought 10 be. 5 | 
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From theſe Acts it appears, that the Of- 
fences are known, the Penalties declared, 
and the Method of Proſecution made 


eaſy. 


For Inſtance, the Statute of 33 H. VIII. 
puniſhes the Keepers of gaming Houſes, 


gives Magiſtrates Power to enter thoſe 
Houſes. The Laws made in the preſent 


Reign enforce this Law by ſevere Penalties 
againſt ſuch, and points out a clear Me- 
thod of Conviction ; this obliges the Magiſ— 


trate to do his Duty, and gives Encourage- 
ment to Informations ; nay they go farther, 
they remove the Difficulties of proving the 


Offences, and the Method of Proſecution is 


made certain and eaſy, how comes it to paſs 


they are not put inj Execution ? 


In like Manner the Statute of 33 H. VIII. 
provides againſt Haunters of theſe Houſes, 
and puniſhes them ; theſe are enforced alſo 
by the late Statutes, and Proſecutions are 


made as eaſy and as much encouraged, 


The Difficulty that offers itſelf at this 


Time is the Odium of being an Informer, 
and the Plea for the Magiſtrates Neglect of 
his Duty is only to be accounted for on that 
Account. N 5 


(41) 


4 


To obviate this Objection, the Informer's 


Name in the Information may not be the 
Perſon who is really the Informer, but another 
Name made Uſe of for the Purpoſe ; and 
there are enough who will admit of their 
Names on this Occaſion; for Example, a 
Perſon goes to a gaming Houſe and ſees 
gaming there, he ſtates the Fact and ſends 
it to the Magiſtrate in the Name of another, 
with the Names of ſome preſent where the 
Fact was committed. The Magiſtrate iſſues 
his Summons for the Perſons who were pre- 
ſent, and proves the Facts by theſe Witneſſes, 
'The real Informer is unknown, nor 1s there 
Occaſion he ſhould be known if the Fact be 
proved; if this be ſufficient this Difficulty is 
removed. X 


Magiſtrates in ſome Caſes are entitled to 
enter ſuſpicious Houſes, here have been ſome 


| few Injlances of this Kind; J babe there will 


be many more. 


I wiſh I could not give another Reaſon why 
theſe Laws failed, but I fear it 1s too well 


known, that Magiſtrates are Men, and are 
apt to be influenced by Party and Attection 
as others, they have likewiſe Expectations, 


and Intereſt frequently is found to be a Part 
of their Compoſition as well as in other Men. 
F Haye 
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counts? 


(42). 
Have Proſecutions been ſtopt on theſe Ac- 


Ifa Magiſtrate ſees the Keeper of a notori- 


ous Houſe of this Kind careſſed by his Su- 


"rev, a Man who has no other Merit but 
ing infamous; a Man who has not only 


raiſed his Fortune upon the Plunder of | 
Mankind, but who has had Favours done 


him on that Account by thoſe in Power, 
will not ſuch Magiſtrate think ſuch a Perſon 
above his Rank, or will not he avoid entering 
the Houſe of ſuch a Man leaſt he draw 
down the Frowns or loſe the Favours of 


his Superiors for doing his Duty? I fear there 
are too many of this Sort of Magiſtrates; 


and on this Account the moſt notorious 
Houſes eſcape Puniſhment. I cannot help 
obſerving that there is nothing that gives 


greater Encouragement to Houſes of this 


Kind than the Countenance the Keepers of 


them receive from Perſons of Faſhion : Vd 


have greater Intimacy ſhewn them.? 


But I wiſh I could not give too good a 
Reaſon for this Countenance to theſe People, 
they know their Secrets, they have it in their 
Power to convict them of Offences of theſe 
Kinds, and by being uſeful to them in their 


Vices are become their Maſters, If this was 
not the Caſe, would any Man who values 


his Reputation be ſeen conſulting, aiding, 
cab |  Countes 


( 43) | 
coumenancing, and heaping his Favours u 
one who is notoriouſly known to be an Har- 


bourer of Thieves. 


Theſe are ſome of the many Reaſons why 


theſe Laws prove ineffectual. Let me now 


point out what a good Magiſtrate, what 


| Perſons in high Stations, and what every ho- 


neſt Man are bound in Conſcience to do on 
this Occaſion, 


A good Magiſtrate has Power and Autho- 
rity to enter all Houſes of this Kind in Cities 


and Boronghs; the Law fays, ſuch as he 


ſhall have Cauſe to ſiiſect, weekly, or at leaſt 
monthly, — Let him do this without Fa- 
vour or Affection; let him not regard who 


he finds in ſuch Houſes, but proceed as the 


Law directs, he will then do his Duty, 


In the City of Bath this pernicious Prac- 


' tice was grown to an enormous Height, the 


Keepers of thoſe Houſes were careſſed by 
People of great Rank and great Fortune, 
Perſons who had great Influence over Tradeſ- 
men, and upon whom the Magiſtrates of that 


City had no ſmall Dependance; this made 


thefe People think themſelves ſecure, and 
thought they were not in Danger of being 
puniſhed, or ſuppreſſed ; but to the Honour 
of the Magiſtrates, they ſoon found them- 
{elves miſtaken ; the Magiſtrates did their 

- 8 Duty, 


(4) 
Duty, and that moſt abominable Scene of 
Gaming and Fraud was totally ſuppreſſed. 


From this Example, I hope thoſe of the 
greater Cities will take a Pattern, and they 
will ſoon be convinced that the Event will be 


the ſame, 


Another Piece of Advice will not be amiſs 
to the Magiſtrate, that he ſhould give all the 
Aſſiſtance he can to ſuch who will take the 
Trouble of carrying on Proſecutions of this 


Kind; that he will exert himſelf and not ad- 


mit of (much leſs be a Party) a Compoſition 
with Offenders of this Kind, let their Rank be 
never ſo great; the greater the Offender the 
greater the Criminal, and the more notorious 
the Puniſhment the more Benefit will the 
Publick receive from the Proſecution. 


The laſt Piece of Advice I ſhall give the 


Magiſtrate is, that he never countenances 


Aſſemblies of this Kind, by gaming himſelf, 


nor being preſent with others that do; but at 


all Times do every Thing in his Power to 
diſcountenance and ſuppreſs them. 7 


The Magiſtrate (it is certain) has a great 
deal in his Power, but the great Minifter of 
Slate can do much more to put a Stop to this 
Practice. 

It 


(45) 
It is to be ſuppoſed, he had great Influence 
in the making of theſe Laws ; he is not to 
ſtop here, but to lend his Affiſtance towards 
making them effectual.— It is therefore to 
be hoped he will in the firſt Place, counte- 
nance the Magiſtrate in the doing of his Du- 


ty. 


What greater Diſcouragement can be giv- 
en to the Execution of theſe Laws, than the 
countenancing of Offenders of this Kind, by 
Perſons of Dignity and Power, — Houles 
that are notorious, ſhould never be frequented _ 
by them ; the Favours of the Court ſhould 
never fall to the Shares of the Keepers of 
theſe Houſes, they ſhould never be admitted 
even to the Preſence of thoſe who have the Pow- 
er to beſtow them; IF THEY ARE IN THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD OF THE Kines PA- 
LACE they ſhould be rooted out ; but if on the 
contrary Perſons of this high Rank ſhould aſſo- 
ciate with Haunters of theſe Houſes, ſhould en- 
ter themſelves of Societies kept in theſe Houſes, 
ſhould be preſent and join in the exceſſive 
Gaming carried on in theſe Houſes, ſhould 
heap Preferments upon the Keepers of theſe 
Houſes, what muſt be the Conſequence? 
The Magiſtrates will have too great Reaſon to 
think ſuch Houſes and their Keepers out of 
their Reach, and be deterrcd from putting 
the Laws in Execution inf Offenders of 


this Kind. 
I 


—— —— — 
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I will therefore hope, that the preſent Bo. 


rourable, great Perſons who have the Ho- 


nour of being near his Majeſty, will take Care 


to remove NUSANCES of this Kind from the 
NEIGHBOURHOOD OF HIS PALACE; that 
if there be an Houſe which has the Reputation 
of being notorious for Practices of this Kind, 

that no Miniſter of State will frequent it; 

that if the Keeper of ſuch Houſe enjoys any 
beneficial Employment from the Crown, 
that he be /uþended till the Publick is ſatiſ- 


fed of his Innocency, or totally deprived if 


he be guilty. 


Ai am now to apply myſelf to every honeſt 


Man, let his Station be what it will, and of 
him it is expected, that he ſhould in the firſt 
Place, avoid Houſes of this Kind ; that he 
ſhould do his Part to ſuppreſs them, let him 
remember, an Informer of this Kind cannot 


be odious ; let him aſſiſt the Magiſtrate, and 


if he has it in his Power, endeavour to put 


theſe Laws in Execution, It every one of 


| theſe in their ſeveral Stations will do their 


Parts the Miſchief muſt ceaſe. 


I have now done with what relates to the 
Execution of theſe wholeſome Laws ; but I 
cannot forbear taking Notice of ſome Objec- 
tions that have been made to them, and 
which 


wl 


an 


(47) 
which I think I ought in ſome Reſpect to 
_ anſwer. 


It has been ſaid, that the Stopping of 
pablick Play, has given Encouragement to 
private Play, and that has been of more fa- 
tal Conſequence, e 


The Miſchiefs of publick Play were noto- 


rious; how many innocent and unwary 


oung Gentlemen have been drawn in by 
Len others play, who never would 2 
thought of it otherwiſe? How many have 
been encouraged with the Luck of the For- 
tunate in publick Gaming-Rooms, without 


caſting their Eyes upon the Loſers. 


Another Objection to publick Play is no- 
torious; the Table is free for all who ſhall 
come, and how often is it frequented by ſome 
who perhaps brought the Money they play 
with out of the Pocket of another he has 
robbed upon the Road; many Inſtances of 
this Kind have happened, and ſurely, no one 
can think, Acquaintance of this Kind fit for 
the Sons of Perſons of the firſt Rank in the 
Kingdom. | 


Private Play cannot be attended with In- 
conveniences of this Kind ; for Nobody has 
a Right to enter another Man's Houſe with- 
out he is aſked, nor can it be ſuppoſed, that 

Perſons 


( 


(48) 
"20 oh of diflolute Characters can be 44 
mitted into the Houſes of any but their Aſo- 
ciates. 


But private Play i is not exempted from 
the Penalty of this Act; and as every Ser- 
vant will have it in his Power to make In- 
formations, few Maſters will care to put 
themſelves i in their Power, 


I muſt confeſs, that Gaming, and, I fear, 
exceſſive Gaming, is now moſt notoriouſly 
carried on in many private Houſes, 'That 
facred Day in which our Anceſtors employ- 
ed themſelves to ſhew their Gratitude to 
their great Creator, is now moſt ſcandalouſly 
abuſed : Routs and Aſſemblies are carried 
on by Perſons of the higeſt Rank : That re- 
ligious Decency, which was an Example to 
the lower Sort, ſeems greatly to be laid a- 
ſide; and if the Example of Maſters and 
Miſtreſſes is to influence the Servants, I fear 
they muſt think they are not bound by Re- 
ligion, and then it can't be ſurprizing 7 they 
25 fly in the Face of their Maſters, * 


But I am not at ab deen but our 
Laws are ſufficient to put a Stop to theſe 
Practices; and an Example of this kind 
would be of no little Service to the Pub- 


lick. 
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A ſeyenth Part af qur Time is but a f 

A; ar Time is but 2 ſm 
Return for the other ſix; and if Perſons * 
Rank would but conſider, that the greater 
their Fortune, the more Influence has their 


| Example; the greater the Blefling, th 
greater ought to be their 1 Ged. © 


But I thall- fay no farther on this Subject, 


hoping that Reflection will be ſufficient 


Zo put a Stop as to Practices of this kind. 


I am now to conſider the Diſadv 

| | > conſider the Diſadvantages 
of exceſſive Gaming, and the Riſque «i 
the Gameſter runs, and hope this may be 
one Motive to diſſuade him from the Frac- 
Ice. | OF | 


It a Man is guilty of this Vice, it i 

„it is for 
Profit; and that he is not ſure of. If he 
wins, it is not his own, tis forfeited; if he 


eucumbers his Eſtate, his next Heir is enti- 


tled to it; he ſubjects himſelf to his Com- 


panions, to his Servants, to Strangers, to 


thoſe who are obliged to inform, if called 


upon; how then can he be eaſy? The 


Riſque is great, and his Anxieties can't be 
leſs; what then can be his Inducement ? 


_ Exceſſive Gaming has alſo another Incon- 
veniency, which frequently happens, I mean 
Quarrels at Play : Thete are moſt exempla- 
rily puniſhed by the Law ; and yet few can 

G for- 
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1 e ba 
forbear them, eſpecially if they think them- 
ſelves ill-uſed, which moſt Loſers are 1 to 


do. 


Exceftive Gaming, from wher has been 
ſaid, appears to be moſt detrimental to the 
Publick, moſt dangerous to thoſe that prac- 
tice it, and not attended with the leaſt Ad- 


vantage. 


T hope I have ſhewn the Laws to be ſuf- 
ficient to put a Stop to this Practice; and 
that they will be put forthwith in Execu- 
tion. This is all I ſhall trouble the Publick 


with at this Time, and I pray God it reef 


have an Effect: 


But if after all, I ſhould be told, that 
new Games will be invented, as has been 
experienced in the Games of E. O. and 


G. S. I have this Anſwer, The Legiſlature 


muſt exert itſelf, and as often as that Caſe 
ſhall happen, new Laws muſt be made, and, 
if it ſhall be found neceſſary, all Games of 
Chance whatever muſt be prevented : Nor 

can J ſee any Reaſon againſt it, for it is the 
Games of Skill only are Amuſements ; and, 
if the Legiſlature are in earneſt, I would re- 
commend the following Clauſe, with which 
1 ſhall conclude this Treatiſe, | 


| That 


7 


(Ir) 
That from and after the 
no Game at Cards or Dice, or with any 
IW heel, Engine, or Device, confiſting of Lei- 
ters, Marks, Numbers, or Figures, already 
invented, or hereafter to be invented, the 


| Succeſs of which is {oth depending upon 


Chance, ſhall be played at, but 


That from and after the Day of 


the Games of E. O. and G. S. and alſo all 
other Games already invented, or to be in- 
vented, to be played at by any Table, Wheel, 
Engine, Device, or Iuſtrument, marked with 
Images, Letters, Numbers, or Figures, or 
with any other Marks whatever, whereby the 
Event is to be determined merely and ſolely 
by Chance, ſhall be permitted or allowed; but 
that ſuch Games ſhall be deemed and taken 
to be Lotteries within the Extent and Mean- 
ing of the Statute made in the Twelfth Year 
of his preſent Majeſty, entitled 

And all and every Perſon or Perſons ſetting 
up and keeping Houſes or Places for fuch 
Games, and alſo every Perſon or Perſons 
playing at ſuch Games, ſball be liable to 
the Penalties, and to be proſecuted in ſuch 
Manner as the ſaid Act directs, and the 
Penalties employed and diſpoſed of to the 
like Uſes as the Penalties in the ſaid Att 
are employed and diſpoſed f. 


. 


